Nonmutagenic activity of the nitroprusside.
The mutagenic activity of the pentacyanonitrosylferrate (II) (NP) was studied by the prophage induction and the Drosophila mosaic test. On the basis of plaque and mosaic spot induction freqauencies it is concluded that both NP and its adenine complex are nonmutagenic as for induction of chromosome breaks and point mutations. The nonmutagenic activity of the NP can be attributed to its nonpermeability through cell membranes.